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g | ‘Samvad Purnachandrodaya’| Ditto os 200 | 8rd and 5th to 8th Decem- 
| ber, 1898. 
Hinp1. 
Fortnightly. 
1 | “Marwari Gazette” .. | Calcutta aes 400 
Weekly. 
1 |‘ Hindi Bangavasi” .. | Calcutta oe. 6,600 | 5th December, 1898, 
Daily. 
1 ‘‘ Bharat Mitra.’ we. | Calcutta ie Peres 28th and 29th November, 
and Ist to 3rd and 6th 
PERSIAN. December, 1898. 
Weekly. 
1 ‘¢Hablul Mateen ”’ eee | Calcutta one ee 28th November, 1898. 
3 66 Mefta-hur-safar ap ee Ditto eee eeeees 
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I.—Foreien Poxriics. 


The Hablul Mateen of the 28th November thinks that perhaps the 
o., oun ae Mad Mollah has made up his mind to annoy the 
4 British Government, whenever he has an oppor- 
tunity of doing so. The frontier tribes, ignorant as they are, believe the 
teachings of their Mollahs to be divine truth. If the Government comes to 
some settlement with the frontier Mollahs, there will be no more trouble. 


2. The same paper has the following :— | 
) _ According to the Egyptian press, the brutality 
Misconduct of British troops indulged in by the Englis ak Egvptian troops 
at Omdurman. ‘ ° . 
in capturing Omdurman was such as to have no 
parallel in the history of the world since its creation. The dome which stood 
upon the tomb of the Mahdi was destroyed by bombardment, and by the order 
of the nephew of General Gordon, the wull surrounding the tomb was dis- 
mantled, and the contents of the tomb were dug out and distributed among the 
soldiers. Was such disgraceful conduct on the part of a conqueror ever 
witnessed before? ‘To hear this story of the desecration of the Mahdi’s tomb 
makes one’s pulse beat quicker. It is beyond the writer's power to describe 
the treatment which the wounded soldiers of the Mahdi’s party received at the 
hands of the conquerors. For full three days there were carnage and looting 
in the city. In all about 20,500 souls were put to death. One dare not 
describe the manner in which female chastity was violated. 

‘Bethink, O! learned men, the Hablul Mateen freely speaks out what affects 
the Musalmans UO! learned doctors of Islam, you have to fear another such 
day as was witnessed by Omdurman. OQ! propagators of Islam, the prestige of 
Islam will not be maintained in this manner, Upon God, we do not fear for 
ourselves, but we fear for you, the great men among us. What befell the 
Soudan ize other day may befall us to-morrow. Shame! Shame! 


3. In reference to the Mad Mollah’s rising beyond the North-Western 
pe Oe frontier, the Hitavadi of the 2nd December writes 
The Mad Mollah’s rising. as follows :— 

Though the tribes who have entered into a friendship with the 
British Government or are about to do so have shown no hostility, the doings of 
the Mad Mollah alone have quite embarrassed the English, The Mollah’s 
following is fast gaining in strength; but the British Government has as yet 
no information as to the places from which his followers are coming. The 
Mollah is continually threatening the Nawab of Dir. He has thrown vut this 
challenge to the Nawab:—‘‘If you seek your own good, act like a true Musal- 
man, break off your alliance with the English and, in combination with myself, 
take up a hostile attitude towards them. Otherwise, come, fight with me.” 
This clearly shows that the Mollah is a sworn enemy of the British, For- 
tunately, the Mollah’s threats have not moved or frightened the Nawab, who is 
preparing for war. Probably, he will soon ask for help from the British 
Government, and help will have to be given him. The Knglish Government 
is, therefore, making preparations and sending troops. Tho English, however, 
will help the Nawab only to defend his own territory, and will not go out of 
it to attack the Mollah. 

The defeat of the Mollah is quite certain, though it is difficult to say what 
fate would have befallen the Nawab of Dir, if the English had not come to his 
help. But the Mollah’s defeat will be no gain to India. Who shall say that 
the self-same Nawab of Dir, for whose sake the English are to-day pau, 
life and spending money without a murmur, will not to-morrow turn roun 
against them? The fire which was kindled on the frontier by Lora Lytton 
would have consumed no end of lives and money, if # prudent ruler like 
Lord Ripon had not timely quenched it. Lord Ripon’s administration of the 
frontiers established peace in every part thereof, But in an evil moment, the 
fear of a Russian invasion was revived, and the evil policy of subjugating the 
frontier tribes was adopted. Under Lord Elgin the disturbances on the 
frontier have assumed such proportions as to wake one despair of seeing 
them easily put down. ‘The frontier affair. indeed, 18 completely ruining the 
Indian people. It isa pity that the fakirs on the frontier are making the 


people of India fakirs (poor, destitute men). 


HaBLUL Maresn, 
Nov. 28th, 1898, 


FHIABLUL MarTEsn. 


HITAVADI, 
Dec. 2nd, 1893. 


Tripura HIrTaisHl, 
Ist fortnight, 
Agrahayan, 1305B.8. 


Bas0MATI, 
Dec. Ist, 1898. 


M1HIR-0-SuDHAKAR, 
Dec, 2nd, 1898, 


HITavaD!, 
Dec, 2nd, 1898. 


HitaVaDl. 
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II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)— Police. 


4, The Tripura Hitatshé for the first fortnight of Agrahayan says that 
| _ about ten years ago there was an: outbreak of 
Badmashes in the Tippera dis- $a mashi in Kalikachha and some other villages in 
— the Brahmanbaria subdivision of the Tippera 
district. But the dadmashes having been found out and bound down to keep the 
eace, the villagers enjoyed peace up to this time. Of late, there has been a 
fresh outbreak of badmashi in the villages Kalikachha, Mamibag, Surujkandi 
Nawagaon and some others. Some of the new badmashes practise gambling 
and others incessantly commit thefts. It is said that they have formed a 
regular gang. Tne writer gives the names of 76 witnesses whose examination 
will lead to the detection of the badmashes. | ‘I'he investigating officer should 
be careful not to spoil the case by making a hurry. 


5. A correspondent of the Basumztt of the lst December complaing of 
the depredations of tigers at Gajina, Daspur and 


Tigers in the Hooghly district. other villages in the Hooghly district. Two men 


were recently attacked by these animals, and one of them has already died, 


The appearance of tigers is, according to the correspondent, due to the growth 
of jungle in the neighbourhood, which the villagers are too poor to clear. 
6. A correspondent of the Mzhir-o-Sudhakar of the 2nd December 
complains that only one of the offenders in the 
an theft casein the 24-Parganas case of theft in the house of Babu Priya Nath 
istrict. | ve ‘ . 

Chatterji of Muradpur in Barisa, 24-Parganas 
district, has been arrested and convicted, but the principal offender, from whose 
hut many of the stolen articles were recovered, is still at large. The District 
Superintendent of Police should order further investigation, with a view to the 


arrest of that man. 


7. The Hitavadi of the 2nd December says that Babu Sri Nath Lahiri, 

Police Inspector of Bhabua, in the Shahabad district, 
took, on the occasion of his daughter’s marriage, 
a loan of Rs. 304 from the zamindar of Shankari 
and his brother, on the condition that the money would be repaid after two 
months, The money, however, not having been repaid at the stipulated time 
and the creditors having failed to get it after repeated demands, they wrote 
about the matter to the police authorities. Upon this, the Inspector remained 
on the look out for an opportunity to get the zamindar and his brother into 
trouble. He first endeavoured to bring a charge of misbehaviour against 
them. About this time a case of theft occurred in the camp of one Mr. Smith. 


An Inspector of Police in the 
Shahabad district. 


That gentleman was pressed to say that the theft had been committed by the 


zamindar, but he refused to say so. Failing in this attempt, the Inspector had 
a charge of misbehaviour brought against the zamindar by the District Super- 
intendent of Police. But after an examination of 97 witnesses produced by 
the police, the Subdivisional Officer of Bhabua acquitted the zamindar, being 
satisfied about his innocence. The zamindar was, however, re-arraigned on 
the same charge by an order of the District Magistrate. And it was after a 
motion to the High Court that the Magistrate’s order was set aside. The man, 
it is true, has escaped this time, after a considerable expenditure, but no one 
knows what fate still awaits him. It is because the-higher authorities give 
indulgence to the police in this manner, that people have to submit to so much 


police oppression. Sir John Woodburn is requested to make an enquiry into 
the case. | 


8. According to the same paper, the following incident shows why police 
officers are so insolent and high-handed :— 

On the lst October last a native gentleman 
was standing on the road in Halsibagan, Calcutta, 
when a company of paharawallas were going to relieve others on duty. The 
gentleman rct being conscious of the approach of the paharawallas did not make 
room for them to pass. This enraged them, and they insulted him. He 


A complaint against the Culcutta 
Police. | 


having expressed some displeasure, one of the constables bearing the number 


““C, 22” threatened to kick him if he uttered another syllable. The next 


ti 


Vi 
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night ‘the gentleman and a friend of his having demanded of the con- 
stable his name and number, they were both arrested on a, false charge 
of assault, and were taken to the Burtala thana. This occurred at about 10 p.m. 
The gentleman’s father and uncle went immediately to the thana to ascertain 
what the matter was, but were not allowed to enter into the thana premises, and 
told to wait in the street if they wanted an interview with the Inspector. The 
old man then returned home and got a neighbour, who was a pleader, to accom- 
pany him to the thana. On the pleader entering the Inspector’s room, he was 
questioned about his business there. When the Inspector was told that they 
had come to see him about the unjust arrest of the old man’s son, he became 
angry, and asked them if they new the meaning of the phrase “illegal arrest,” 
and told the old man that he was fortunate not to find his son in a worse condi- 
tion, for, if the occurrence had taken place in his presence, he would not have 
brought him to the thana without first beating him almost to death, The 
pleader, also, was very rudely spoken to by the Inspector. 

Piqued at receiving such treatment at the hands of the Inspector, the 
leader communicated the case, in a letter, to the Commissioner of Police. 
ailing to receive any reply from that officer, he sent him a reminder on the 

12th October, and received-the following answer. 


“No. 10521. 


Dated 14th October 1898. 


Wira reference to his letter of the 12th instant, requests to be furnished 


with a particulars referred to by him, as his letter of the 3rd idem cannot be 
traced. : 


A. H. James, 


Commissioner of Police.” 


On the 20th October, the pleader again sent a narrative of thecase, This 


time also he received no reply, and on the 16th November sent a reminder, to 
which the following reply was received :— 


‘No. 11528. 


Dated 18th November 1898, 


Wiru reference to his letter of the 16th instant, informs him that his com- 
plaint was enquired into, but no further action was considered necessary.” 


H. Pager, 
Depuiy Commissioner of Police,’ 


It is no wonder that the state of things being such, police officers should 
venture to act arbitrarily. The writer gives here only one version of the 
case. But it is hoped that the Government will cause a public enquiry to be 
made into it in order to ascertain the truth of the complaint. | 

9. The same paper has the following:— 

i ictal as We do not know whether or not certain police 
a wehbe officers in India are dattyas doomed to dwell on the 
earth in consequence of curses incurred by them. One can form some idea 
of the doings of a pisach (demon), but it is impossible to form any idea of the 
doings of some officers in the Police Department. We fail to find a fit epithet 
for men who do not hesitate, on the strength of got-up evidence, to get inno- 
cent and inoffensive people hanged, who do not feel the slightest scruple in 
practising the art of deception for the purpose of robbing women of their 
chastity, and who forge, deceive and take brbies every day of their lives. What 
we are saying is no concoction of ours. Whoever has for once come in contact 
with the police, knows that we are telling the truth. The ge of this country 
is the terror of the weak and the enemy of the meek, It inflicts punishment 
on the innocent. Many people now-a-days admit the necessity of soon reform- 
ing a police like this, But unfortunately the authorities do not consider the 
matter as one worthy of their attention. oe : 


Hitavandl, 
Dec, 2nd, 1898. 


Hrravani, 
Dec, 2nd, 1898, 


HrvavabDl. 


SaNJIVANI, 
Dec. 3rd, 1898. 


Tripcvka HiTalsHi, 


Ist fortnight, 
Agrahayan, 1305B.S, 


Caarv Miuie, 
Nov. 29th, 1898. 
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10. The same paper has received a complaint from Durgapur, in the 

. Sirajganj subdivision of the Pabna district, to the 

_ Appointment of head panchayats offoet that the men who have been selected for the 

ee posts of head panchayats over groups of villages in 

that district are illiterate men and bid fair to turn out oppressors of the people. 

There are men in the villages for which these panchayats have been appointed, 

who have already served the Government, but they have not been selected for 

these panchayatships. The best way of selecting head panchayats would be 

for the Magistrate to invite applications from candidates and select from among 
¢hem. 


11, The same paper has learnt that the villages of Thakurpara, Sampur, 
Ravages of wild animals in the Laks hmanpara and some others in the Kalna sub- 
Kalna subdivision of the Burdwan division are infested by leopards, which are carrying 
district. away cows, sheep and goats in broad daylight. 
Raja Ban Bihari Kapur’s attention is invited to the ravages of these wild 
animals. 


12. A correspondent of the Sanjivant of the 3rd December writes that 
on the morning of the 23rd September two dead 
bodies were found hanging from a tree in Bahirdia, 
a village in the Bagirhat subdivision of the Khulna 
district. One of these was identified as being that of one Rakshamayi Devi, 
a widow of 17, and the other as being that of Faju Behara, a young 
man of 20 or 21. The girl was the only daughter of Ramkumar Babu, an 
influential man in the village, and the young man was his servant. The 
dead bodies were found hanging from the two ends of a rope eight or nine 
cubits long, tied to a branch eight feet high. The two bodies were hanging 


close by each other, the one touching the other. The knot round the girl’s 
neck was not tight enough. 


The police inquiry into these suspicious cases of death was as mysterious as 
the deaths themselves. Babu Jnanendranath Chakravarti, Police Sub-Inspector 
of Fakirhat, held a local enquiry. The enquiry was finished within three 
hours, and the Sub-Inspector ordered the cremation of the bodies, although the 
proper course to adopt was to send them to Bagirhat, only 11 miles from 
the village, for post-mortem examination. The Sub-Inspector reported the 
cases as cases of suicide. This report did not, however, satisfy the Subdivi- 
sional Officer, who ordered the Police Inspector to institute a fresh investigation. 


Two suspicious deaths in the 
Khulna district. 


But that officer held the investigation a month after he received his instructions, 


and it'took him a month to submit his report. The Subdivisional Officer has 
now requested the District Magistrate to have the matter investigated by 


detectives. It is to be hoped that the Magistrate will have the mystery 
unravelled. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


13. The Tripura Hitaishi for the first fortnight of Agrahayan complains 
that Babu Syama Kumud Mukharji, Deputy Magis- 
trate of Comilla, comes to court before 10 a.m., and 
just at 10 a.m., or a little after that hour, calls out 


the names of parties, and if any complainant is not found present at that 
early hour, his case is struck off. 


14. The Charu Mihir of the 29th November complains of the conduct 
of Babu Hiralal Banerji, a Deputy Magistrate of 
Mymensingh. Hiralal Babu has been newly posted 
| to that town, but he has, within a very short time, 
managed to become very much unpopular. He treats the bar with scant 
courtesy, and his treatment of the court establishment is far from being polite. 
Lately he fixed a Sunday for the hearing of cases, but the offended mukhtars 
did not appear. Many pleaders are thinking of a remedy against the vagaries of 
this Deputy Magistrate. Hiralal Babu is a graduate, and it is to be hoped that 
he will soon mend his manners. If he persists in his present course of conduct, 
something may happen, which will not be very flattering to his dignity. 


Babu Syama Kumud Mukharii, 
Deputy Magistrate of Comilla. 


Complaint against a Deputy 
Magistrate. 
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15. Referring to the case of Mr. Augier of Manbhum, the Hitavadi of the 
2nd December writes as follows :— 


The case of Mr. Angior of Should the matter be allowed to drop? Mr. 


Manbhum. : Augier said that when Mr. Lang informed him 
about the girl, he told Mr. to communicate with the Deputy Commis- 
sioner. A few days later, Mr. Lang again told Mr. Augier that having got 
such @ girl in his grasp, he could not let her off, and that, accordingly, instead 
of sending her back to her relations, he asked a cooly to marry her; and that 
she was living as that man’s wife. Mr. Augier said that he expressed anger 
on hearing this from Mr. Lang. However that may be, we are not going to 
say anything about Mr. Augier’s guilt or innocence, seeing that his state- 
ments have been accepted as correct by the High Court, and that he has 
been acquitted. But is it not necessary to have an enquiry made into the 
conduct of Mr. Lang, against whom serious allegations were made by Mr. 


Augier? By whose order did Mr. Lang detain the girl in his depot? Itis 


on account of him that the girl has lost her chastity, and is a social out cast. 
As for Mr. Law, who personated a police officer, the fine of Rs. 100. has 
not been an adequate punishment for hin, and Government ought to appeal 
for an enhancement of the sentence. 


16. The same paper was under the impression that the censure which 
Mr. Fisher, as Joint-Magistrate of the 24-Parganas, 
‘ ae Magistrate of received from Government in the case of Nidhiram 
ane Uriya, had set him right. But the following 
incident, which has been communicated by a correspondent from Burdwan, 
shows that Mr. Fisher has not yet mended his ways, On the 16th November 
last, a syce of Akshay Babu, Deputy Magistrate, was cutting grass by the side 
of the Dhaldighi road in Burdwan. The Magistrate approached him on 
horse back, and taking from him his scythe rode away with the implement, 
The syce’s fault seems to be that he did not make his salaam to the saheb. 
It was fortunate for the syce that when he fran after Mr. Fisher, asking for 
the return of his scythe, he was not mercilessly beaten. It was also fortu- 
nate for him that he was not sent to jail, or that he did not lose his employ- 
ment. But was it, after all, only a joke which Mr. Fisher played upon him? 
Or, did Mr. Fisher punish the man in that way for cutting grass by the road- 
side? If so, it is certainly punishment of a novel sort. 


17, A correspondent, writing in the same paper, contradicts the charges 
which were made against Babu Jogendra Kumar 

pesba Jogendra Kumar Ghor, Ghosh, formerly Deputy Magistrate of Patuakhali 
— ’ in the Backergunge district (Report on Native 


Papers for 19th November, paragraph 7}. 


(dj— Education. 


18. The HMitavadi of the 2nd poorest has ent from its ‘ere 

; - correspondent that on the occasion 0 e las 

P the ‘Chisheanae dh nee J seadthebl Puja, the Principal of the local Gov- 

school. | ernment school did not close the school at all. 

An application was made for at least a half-holiday on the Puja day, but the 
Principal passed the. following order on it :— 

“The Jagaddhatri Puja holidays have already been availed of in continuation of the 

Durga Puja holidays. Half-holiday cannot be granted any more, there being no Jagad- 

dhatri Puja in this part of the country.” : | 
| — -(Sd.) ‘Harr Cuaran Ray, 

Principal, 


~The writer does not know what the religious rsuasion of the Principal 
is. The authorities should consider how far it has been right for the Principal 
to refuse to grant holidays sanctioned by the Government. It is prokebie ines 
in order to suit his own convenience, the Principal added some short holidays 
to the long Puja vacation in order to make it longer. The Director of Public 


Instruction should enquire into the matter. 


HiTavant, 
Dec. 2nd, 1898. 
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19. The Sanjivani of the 3rd December complains of anomalies in the 
ene last B. L. Examination:— —_ 
The last B. L. Examination. (1) In the “ d paper no question wwais ‘det SSoen 
Stephen’s Blackstone, a book which is very carefully studied, and from which 
questions, bearing 25 to 30 marks, have always been set. 
(2) In the fifth paper three questions were set from portions of Pollock’s 


‘Law of Torts,” which are not included in the curriculum of the B. L. Exami- 
nation— 


Number 

of question. Marks. 
Sth sis “ " << 
Lith isi aes sie wo ae 
12th a oe — 


(3) In the seventh paper three questions, bearing nine marks, were set from 
portions of the Code of Civil Procedure, which are not included in the curri- 
culum of the B. L. Examination. In the same paper three questions were set 
from the second schedule of the Limitation Act, which the students are not 
required to read— 


ad Number 


of question. | Marks. 
8th ‘ve +05 - — SS 
9th eee oes ove ee 
llth toe s00 ee an. = 


The examiners do not work without remuneration. Why have they, 
then, set such unreasonable questions at the cost of the examinees? What, 
again, has the moderator, who is woof paid for his services, done? Will not 
the Syndicate prevent examiners and moderators from ruining the examinees 


in this way? People who do not work even when paid for working, should 
not be appointed examiners. : 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


20. The Tripura Hitatshi for the first fortnight of Agrahayan advises the 
ess _ Tippera District Board to open a class. for teach- 
oe class wanted in ing midwifery, under the lady doctor whose 


services are entertained in connection with the 
Faizunnesa Zanana Hospital in Comilla. The lady doctor’s hospital work is 
very light, and she has, therefore, plenty of time to spare. A midwifery class 
will be a boon to the district, because many women die every year at the hands 
of untrained and unskilful dhais. Midwives trained in this way may be put 
one under each Local Board. Mr. Collier, when Officiating Commissioner of 
the Division, advocated the opening of a similar class in Chittagong. 


21. According to the same paper, the higher mortality in the Tippera dis- 


: _ trict, noticed by the Commissioner of the Chittagong 
etcna e in Division in bis Annual Administration ip we for 
the year 1897, was due to want of good drinking 


water. If the District Board, instead of sending out medical help to the people 
on the outbreak of diseases, paid greater attention to water-supply, the district 
would be free from many of the epidemics which visit it every 

last year the District Board has resolved to spend Rs. 5,000 annually on 
improvement of water-supply. Accordingly, last year Rs. 4,787 were spent on 
erecting a Pasteur filter in Ale eas and lis, 2,735 on the excavation of tanks. 
The Pasteur filter has been of no use, and the money spent on it has been 
simply thrown away. The method adopted by the District Board for the 
excavation of tanks is not a correct one. It will not do to give water only to 
those who apply for it. There are villages whose residents are in sore need of 
water, but who do not know that they have to apply to the District Board in 
order to ot it. To ascertain, therefore, where water-scarcity is ‘most keenly 
felt, the District Board should send round its Engineer. He will select the 


places where tanks should be excavated or re-excavated. There is severe water- 
scarcity eve 


every summer in many villages within the jurisdiction of the Laksham 
and Haj gan) thanas, but nothing has been done to remove it, because none 
have applied to the Board. In order to effectually grapple with the question 


year. Since — 


cl] 


gs eto Sree A 
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f water-supply, the Board should give up the practice of frittering away paltry 
pon like Rs. 5,000 over the whole district every year, and take up one police- 


station each year and spend Rs. 20,000 on it, as suggested by Mr. Skrine. , 

22. The Bankura Darpan of the 1st December ecomplaing of the extremely 
filthy condition of the drains in the Bankura 
Municipality. The nuisance has been aggravated 
by the action of the residents in allowing all sewage 
water, even water from the privies, to run down into the drains. The Muni- 
cipality should compel the residents to have the sewage water of every house 
oollected in tubs placed for the purpose. 

23. The Bangavast of the 3rd December has learnt from the Jndian 

— Engineering that Babu Nitai Govinda Chaudhuri, 

ao District Engineership of J)igtrict Engineer, Monghyr, has been removed to 

onghyr. ; 

make room for one Mr. Jolly, whose special recom- 

mendation seems to be that he is an adept in sports and amusements. It is 

difficult to believe that the District Magistrate, Mr. Marriott, has done.a wrong 

act with his eyes open. But if any injustice has really been done in the matter, 
Sir John Woodburn will undoubtedly correct it. 


The drains in the Bankura 
Municipality. 


( 9) —Raitlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


21. The Uluberta Darpan of the 7th November writes that the Bengal- 
es Nagpur Railway has crossed many village roads 
ao om pane sane the Bengal- near Ulubaria. The railway authorities have 
is r proposed to block some of these roads, and the 
Howrah District Board has sanctioned their plan without making any inquiry, 
If this is done, many roads will be intercepted, and the public will be put to 
great inconvenience. It is to be hoped that the District Board will reconsider 
their decision and prevail upon the Railway Company to keep the roads in 
question open for traffic across the railway lines. gee 
25. ‘The same paper complains that the rent of canal lands in the bazar 
near the Ulubaria lock of the Midnapore Canal has 
Enhancement of the rent of heen enhanced from Ra. 100 to Rs. 500 per bigha. 
ee This is certainly very bad. Is there no fixed limit 
up to which the rent of such lands can be enhanced? No zamindar is allowed 
by the Government to enhance rent in this way. In the adjoining khas mahal 
the rent is not enhanced in this arbitrary manner. Why, then, should an 
arbitrary course be adopted in respect of canal lands? ‘There is no doubt that 
the rent enhancement in question is due to the overzealousness of officers 
desirous of passing for able and energetic public servants. _ 
26. The Ulubaria Darpan of the 30th November writes that owing to 
Enhancement of the rent of rivalry and competition the rent of canal lands 
canal lands in Ulubaria. in the bazar near the Ulubaria lock of the Midna- 
pore Canal was enhanced from Rs 100 to Rs, 500 per bigha, and has been 
again raised to Rs. 1,400 per bigha. It is certainly very bad that the rent of 
such lands should be allowed to be continually enhanced in this way, The 
limits of enhancement as well as the period for the revision of assessment should 
be fixed. : 
27. The Kasipur Nivasi of the 30th November complains against the 
Barisal Local Board. The Board does not appear 
iA complaint against the Barisal + be mindful of the convenience of the local public. 
ee There are three bridges under it, two of which 
have gone badly out of repair. One of these two gave way the other day, 
blocking traffic, until it was repaired by a contractor. This would not have 
been the case if it had been repaired in time. _ oe 
2s. <A correspondent urges, in the Basumati of tho lst December, the 
necessity of constructing a road from Dayapur, a 
_Wanted a roadin the Burdwan village in the Burdwan district, to the Burdwan- 
a Kalna road, a distance of se = and requests 
the District Board to begin the work as a very useful undertaking. 
29. The Bankura pos of the Ist g Sse ae says that the gradual 
silting up of the numerous tanks and dighis in the 
Irrigation in the Bankura dis Bankura district has greatly interfered with culti- 
voice vation, as there are no other sources from which 
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fields can be irrigated. The Government should re-excavate these reservoirs 
of water; and it may, if it pleases, impose an irrigation tax on the people, who 
will gladly pay it in return forthe benefit they will derive. The District 
Board is too poor to take up the work. 0 


(h)— General. 


80. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar of the 2nd December questions the truth of the 
statement which is so frequently made by the 
Divisional authorities, that a sufficient number of 
properly-qualified Musalmans cannot be had for 
employment in the public service. Where there is a will, there is a way. Dr, 
Martin, Director of Public Instruction, issued a circular insisting upon the employ- 
ment of a larger number of Musa!mans in his department, and since then he 
has had in his hands the applications of a larger number of properly-qualified — 
Musalman candidates than he can provide for. Itis beyond question that the 
Education Department requires the services of more educated men than can 
he required by any other department of the public service. It is true that the 
Musalmans have made less progress in education than the Hindus, but that 
does not mean that the Musalman community cannot supply a_ sufficient 
number of properly qualified men to fill the posts which may fall to their 
lot in the distribution of appointments in the Government’s gift in pro- 
portion to the numerical strength of the different nationalities. Suppose 
that in proportion to its numerical strength, compared with that of other 
nationalities, the Musalman community is entitled to receive 8 posts 
in the Executive service out of a total of 24 appointments which have 
fallen vacant. Can it be doubted that the Musalman community of to-day can 
easily supply eight graduates to fill the posts? Suppose, again, that ten 
Musalman Hachelors-in-Law or Barristers-at-Law are required for the Judical 
service. Who can doubt that they will be at once forthcoming? If Musalman 
candidates are required for filling clerical posts, the authorities have only to 
advertise the fact, to receive applications from as many as they want, perhaps 
from more. In the year 1896-97 alone, as many. as 241 Musalman candidates 
passed the Entrance Examination, 52 the First Examination in Arts, 14 the 
B. A. Examination, and 14 the B, L. Examination. From this it is clear 
that the Musalman community can now supply as many educated men as ma 
be required for employment in the public service. But, unfortunately, not 
5 per cent. of educated Musalmans find such employment, and this 1s dis- 
couraging enough to the cause of Musalman education. ‘- 
The main portion of the Government’s revenue is derived from land and 
stamps. And to these two sources of revenue the Musalmans contribute more 
than all other nationalities put together, because the majority of the cultivating 
class are Musalmans, and because Musalmans are more litigious than any other 
people. Under the circumstance, are not the Musalmans entitled to ask the 
Government for a fair share of the appointments in its gift? Are not the 
Musalmans justified in making this demand? The writer would ask Govern- 
ment to set apart in each department a number of posts for the Musalmans 
that would be proportionate to the Musalman population as compared with 
the other populations, and not to give one of these to a man of any other 
nationality, unless a properly-qualified Musalman cannot be found for it. 
81. In the address, writes the Sanjivani of the 8rd December, presented 
si i al — the Lieutenant-Governor by the Municipality 
veplatiiaiak. men on €9°"Y and the Road Cess Committee of Purulia, a com- 
plaint was made against the existing system of 
cooly-recruitment, and the Government was requested to invent a better and 
less obnoxious system. In his reply, Sir John Woodburn observed that, in 
his opinion, the abuses of recruitment were not so prevalent in Purulia as they 
were in the Central Provinces. That these abuses were not absent in Purulia 
could not, however, be gainsaid, and the Lieutenant-Governor admitted that 
the existing system stood badly in need of reform. The report of the Cooly 
Commission, said His Honour, was still under the consideration of the Govern- 
ment. ‘There is no knowing how long it will take the Government to pass & 
final decision upon this report, and how long this legalised slavery will continue 
to cry shame upon the. British Government in India. Will not Sir John 


Employment of Musalmans in 
the public service. 
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} or ya solve this problem satisfactorily before he lays down the reins of 
flice ? 
32. The Indian Daily News, _— Phen paper, has unravelled ‘the 
mystery of Mr. Gayer’s appointment to the Super- 
ey td ody on egg intendentship of Stamps and Stationery. Mr. Gaver 
was formerly ion the Burma Police, when Sir 
Alexander Mackenzie was the ruler of that Province. He entered into some 
relationship with Mr. Gayer by virtue of his second marriage. On his appoint- 
ment to the Lieutenant-Governorship of Bengal, Sir Alexander made Mr. 
Gayer his Private Secretary, and on the eve of his retirement left a note that 
Mr. Beames, the then Superintendent of Stamps and Stationery, should be 
pensioned off on the completion of his 55th year. Sir John Woodburn has 
given eifect to this note, and has shown so much consideration for his prede- 
cessor as to increase Mr. Gayer’s income by Rs. 1,500 a month. It’ is, 
however, not a new thing for Private Secretaries to Lieutenant-Governors 
to become Superintendents of Stamps and Stationery. During Sir Rivers 
Thompson’s rule, Mr. Barnes, a relation of his, was his Private Secretary as 
well as Superintendent of Stamps and Stationery. It is not, however, just 
that the Deputy Magistrates should be deprived of a prize-post in order to 
provide relations of Lieutenant-Governors. 


33. The same paper has the following :— 

tia Wisin Heiieiiiials tie ‘The Famine Commission’s Report has been 
port. published. The Indian | pe have very little 
faith im Commissions, and most Commissions have 
been a failure. No one, however, can fail to appreciate the services rendered 
by the last Famine Commission. We donot agree with the Commission in all 
its findings, but we thank it on behalf of the public for the admission it has 
made that the condition of the Indian labouring classes is growing from bad 

to worse. — 

The Commission has not also ignored the failings and shortcomings of the 
officials. In its opinion, proper measures were not adopted inthe Central Prov- 
inces to relieve the distress of the famine-stricken. ‘I'he authorities, observe 
the Commission, did not properly realise the situation and the seriousness of 
their responsibility, which was the cause of such a high —e in the prov- 
ince under their care. The relief measures adopted by the authorities were 
also quite inadequate for the purpose of keeping the sufferers in health and 
strength. Will not the Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces and his 
subordinates be held responsible for their neglect and indifference which have 
caused the death of hundreds and ruined the health of thousands of people ? 
Are they fit to be rulers of an important province, who do not take proper care 
of the lives of their subjects? Let the Empress of India, whom we look upon 
as our mother, answer this question. The officials of the Central Provinces will 
no doubt be called to the bar of the Most High. Will not they be called also 
to the bar of public justice ? 

The Commission’s opinion on the condition of the labouring classes 1s 
not in the least exaggerated. Famine will follow famine so long as there 1s no 
improvement in their condition. We are anxious to know what the Govern- 
ment intends to do in order to improve the condition of the millions of ignorant 
labourers in India. The face of India would have been changed for the better, 
if the Government had devoted to improving the condition of the poor Indian 
labourers one-tenth of the zeal and energy which it devotes to military enter- 

rises. It is a regret that the Commission has not recognised the poverty of the 
ndian peasantry. The Indian peasant no doubt earns well, but he can save 
nothing. Whatever he earns is spent in paying the zamindar and the mahajan. 


It is impossible to put a stop to the recurrence of famine in India, so long as the 


Indian peasantry remain steeped in indebtedness. 


ILI.—LEGISLATIV*. 


34. In reference to Sir John Woodburn’s speech on the Municipal Bill, 
the Murshidabad Hitaisht of the 30th November 
Sir John Woodburn on the obgerves as follows:— 


— : We really respect our present Lieutenant- 
Governor. He is unquestionably the Ma Bap of the poor, and we are fully 
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convinced that he is not the man to speak unpleasant things. If his redecessor 
an ian been ir office, he would have treated the Municipal Ounieaiisihoaens to 
very many more sweet epithets than Sir John has done. 


35. The Pallivasi of the 30th November has the following :— 
When the Municipal Bill came up the other 


Sir John Woodburn and. the day before the Bengal Legislative Council, His 


Municipal Bill. 


passed by mollifying its opponents with sweet words, and to hide the real 
objections against it in a cloud of words Considering the respect in which Sir 
John Woodburn has come to be held by the people, the opponents of the Muni- 
cipal Bill would have been taken in by His Honour’s words, but for the fact 
that the Bill is not only a very inconvenient measure, but quite fatal to self. 


government, His Honour, it seems, will not be able to act in this connection 


in the manner in which a man of his liberal and sympathetic heart would 
desire. 


86. The Hitavadit of the 2nd December contains a cartoon in which a 


és ies European (evidently meant to be taken for Sir John 


Woodburn) is pointing to a placard with the words 
‘‘ Franchise for Muhammadans and for the poor” printed on it and in which a 


number of native gentlemen, Hindus and Musalmans, are standing round a 
table with papers in their hands containing the word “Petition” printed 
thereon in English and in Bengali; another native, evidently a rate-payer, 
is about to sign a paper on which are printed the words “ Petition. There is 
no necessity tor the Bill.” The letter-press runs as fullows :— 


¢¢ PETITION. 


‘¢ Submit this petition of ours, and tell, if you can, how we are grieved 
and pained in our hearts. 

‘The present Lieutenant-Governor is a kind man. We can open our 
hearts to him, Will the Bill be passed in spite of you, our worthy representa- 
tives 1 | 

_ ©The Lieutenant-Governor will certainly feel pained to enforce the law 
and make the poor leave the town. If you despair and give up the contest, 
the poor will be undone. | 

‘¢ Placed at the mercy of a number of ghosts, they will be trampled to 
death ; and the high-handedness of the underlings will make it impossible for 
one, having no money, to live in the town. 

‘‘Ought Europeans to come in and represent the rate-payers when there are 
men like you to represent them? Should glow-worms take the place of 


the sun and the moon? Alas! Providence! who is there to hear our mournful 
tale ?”’ : 


37. In his St. Andrew’s Dinner speech, writes the Sanjivant of the 3rd 

gee -__- December, the Lieutenant-Governor regretted the 

Pei saasaa in the Legislative thinness of the public attendance in the meetings 
: of the Legislative Councils. But are the meetings 

of the Legislative Councils practically open to the public? The Lieutenant- 
Governor would not have had to regret the paucity of spectators in the meet- 
ings of the Legislative Councils, if they had been open to the public like the 
darbars of the Hindu sovereigns of old. “Not to speak of other people, even 
editors of newspapers have not a free access to the meetings of the Legislative 
Councils. The Lieutenant-Governor will entitle himself to the thanks of the 


public if he grants editors of newspapers, Native as well as European, the right 
of free access to the meetings of his Council. 


38. The Ducea Prakash of the 4th December has the following :— 

In amending Act VIII of 1885 Government has 
taken no notice of those defects in it which are 
; ruining the poorer landlords and are thus compell- 
ing them to be cruelly avenged upon their tenants by means of loopholes 
in that measure, when the laiter are in distress. Thanks to that Act, where 
the landlord is poor the tenants are able to ruin him by withholding rent, and 
where he is rich, he is able to deprive his tenants of all lawful rights by the 
employment of unlawful means. As the law affords no facilities for the 


The amendment. of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act. 


Honour, the President, tried to have the measure 
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recovery of rent even by a large expenditure, the landlord is compelled in self. 
defence to have recourse to unlawful means. Government has made no amend- 
ment in a measure, which has poisoned the relations between landlord and 
tenant in the country, hepeudl inserting some provisions with a view to 
facilitate the work of survey and settlement. / 
The amendment will not benefit the public. Nor does it seem to be the 

object of Government to benefit the public by such amendment. The main 
object of the amendment is to facilitate survey and settlement operations. 
Act VIII of 1885 was passed 12 years ago, but during this long period only a 
small area, namely, the khas mahals of Chittagong and Jalpaiguri, has been 
surveyed. Section 101 (2) of that Act provides that an order for making a 
survey and preparing a record-of-rights may be made “ where the preparation 
of such a record is calculated to settle or avert a serious dispute existing or 
likely to arise between the tenants and their landlords generally.” But in no 
case has Government been found to order a survey with a view to settle such 
disputes. Many mahals in the Manikganj and Munshiganj subdivisions of the 
Dacca district have ceased to exist, because such a record has not been prepared. 
The poorer landlords in those subdivisions are being deprived of their lands by 
richer neighbouring zamindars on the one hand and by their combined tenants 
on the other. There is no want in those subdivisions of disputes about land 
and of riots, affrays, bodily injuries and murders. Still Government does not 
attend to this point. Unable to realise rent, many landholders are having their 
estates brought under the hammer, and Government is becoming a loser b 
urchasing those estates at auction, for it cannot realise enough to pay the 
and revenue. T’he number of khas mahals in the Dacca district is not small. 
But Government cannot assess its tenants at a proper rent, because the rent 
paid by the tenants of adjacent private estates is low. The increase in the 
landholders’ incomes that will result from a proper settlement will give Govern- 
ment another 8 or 10 lakhs every year in the shape of road-cess. No important 
work of public utility can be undertaken in Dacca on account of the smallness 
of its road-cess proceeds, Owing to the defects of section 188 of the Act, the 
co-sharers of a joint estate suffer great loss by being unable to obtain a settle- 
ment of their estates, and Government is becoming a loser with those landlords. 
It is hoped that the authorities of the Dacca district will draw the attention of 
Government to this point, and thereby get the provisions of the Act relative to 
survey and settlement made operative in it. 


VI.—MIScELLANEOUS. 


39. The Prati Vasi of the 5th December has the following in an article 
a headed ‘‘ Vox populi, vox Dei”: — 

oes ee ee eee In his speech on the occasion of the passing of 
the sedition law, Sir Alexander Mackenzie, the late Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal, said many bitter things with reference to what he called the growth of 
sedition among the Indian people, and the following was one of the things he 
said : — 
At all meetings of his (Mr. Chitnavis’) friends when, if not rank sedition, 
sympathy with convicted traitors is freely expressed, ‘ Cheers for the Queen’ 

are usually given as though that condoned everything.” 


We are the poor Indian subjects of Her Gracious Majesty, Queen Victoria, 
Empress of India. Though conquered, we have received kind treatment at 
her hands, and have been given ample opportunities to hope to participate in 
her good and benevolent administration. It is this hope which, from time to 
time, makes even our dead bodies instinct with life. It is this hope which 
leads us to discuss our wants and grievances and pray to Her Majesty for their 
redress. But the discussion of our grievances means a default in the perform- 
ance of duty by those who have been appointed by her to remove all our wants 
and redress all our grievances. This is the reason why the officials in India do 
not like us to discuss our wants and grievances, Thisis the reason why they 
are so anxious to gag our mouths. But is force, we ask, calculated to create 
a feeling of love and respect? If you treat us with contempt, if you hate us, 
if you remain indifferent to our welfare, if you pay no heed to our wants and 
grievances, if, when our prayers appear to you as the impertinent demands of 
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Is, you do not take the trouble of arguing with us and pointing out the 

a pf ht to take,—then our discontent will go on smoking i smouldering - 
spite of the severity of the Penal Code. If there is sedition in India, it is worse 
than useless to try to stamp it out by increasing the severity of penal laws, 
Lash a man, and he must cry. The-feelings that we give expression to must, 
of necessity, be determined by the nature of the force under whose pressure we 
are placed. When we see @ opr scene enacted before us, we naturally melt 
into tears, the hair over our body stands on ends, and our voice becomes choked with 
feeling. Similarly, the enactment of a detestable scene cannot but create a feeling 
of contempt and hatred. This is a natural law, and no extraneous force can con- 
trol its action. It is true that we are a conquered people, that we are weak, and 

that we have many faults. But it will do the Government no harm to kee 
us contented and seek to promote our welfare. We have received English 
education and cone ng | realised the greatness of the British administrative 
policy. Being taught European science and art, we always hope that Englishmen 
will encourage us if we try to compete with the European nations; that they will 
raise this fallen nation from the depths of their degradation. But why do we 
get a different treatment at their hands? Why this contemptuous glance at 
us? It isa pity that our cry, our mournful prayers, do not melt the heartg 
- of our rulers. Show us kindness, show us justice, show us religiousness and 
every village, every town will ring with the praise of Englishmen, one and 
all. Here is high-minded Mr. Beatson-Bell who, as the Magistrate of Backer- 
gunge, has agreeably surprised the people of that district with his godly nature, 
Who does not sing his praise, who has not paid him the tribute of heartfelt 
gratitude? Here, again, is Sir Antony MacDonnell. Is not every Indian 
tongue loud in his praise? It is one of the foremost duties of a ruler to 
respect public opinion. The voice of the people ought to be respected as the 

voice of God. If a ruler does not give up pursuing a policy unanimousl 


condemned by the public, he is sure to create discontent in their mind. We - 


fail to understand why the British Government in India is ignoring the voice 
of the people. Even a unanimous protest by the public does not induce the 


Government to withdraw a measure brought forward by an official. This — 


certainly is not in consonance with the English character—with the character 
of a nation, that is, who have exploded the theory of the divine right of kings 
as @ gross superstition, and have given public opinion a very high place. We 
have pointed out the uselessness of the sedition law, but in vain. In Bombay 
many suffered by protesting against the plague measures. ‘The protest against 
the Calcutta Municipal Bill is not likely to bear fruit. Mr. Justice Strachey has 
been promoted to a Chief Justiceship notwithstanding the Englishman’s protest. 
Is not this contemptuous treatment of public opinion calculated to seriously 
wound the public feeling? If the public are mistaken, convince them, by 
argument, that you are really promoting their welfare. 


Urrya Papers. 


40. The Utkaldipika of the 17th September is glad to learn that ¢he 
aletiial iiss complaints of Assistant Surgeons in the Medical 
Department have been, to a certain extent, removed 


by reserving a few attractive posts for such among them as shall deserve 
the same by meritorious service. 


41. The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 21st September is sorry to point 
out that many crimes are committed near the 
Khannagar bridge, situated at a distance of a few 
miles from the Balasore town, and that no special arrangements are made by 
the local authorities to prevent their commission. The writer gives specific 


instances of such crimes, hoping that they will attract the attention of the 
authorities concerned. 


42. The same paper approves of the resolution of Government on the 
is sebeiieen alent subject of whipping, and adds that whipping should 
bhi, J. te. Maiedshercace only be resorted to in exceptional cases, and should 


never be inflicted when its infliction is calculated to blight for ever the future 
prospects of the person punished. ) 


Crimes near Balasore town. 
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43. The same paper is-not satisfied with the assessment made on lands Unira axp 
in the goons settlement, and observes that the _™svssasvap, 
work of assessment was hurried through different "7 
stages of progress without the adoption of any 
fixed principle. The writer is sorry to point out that many tenure-holders 
are mortified to find that the areas of their lands are diminished without a 
corresponding diminution of their rent, and that many inferior lands are 
assessed at rates tha can never be justified in any way. 
| 44, The Sambalpur Hitaishini of the 21st September expresses its gratitude SAMBALPUR 
as atin a tee to Government for the release of Mr. Tilak of . Suiuam 
oe Poona before the expiry of the term of hig "7s 186. 
imprisonment, and observes that this graceful act on the part of Government 


has endeared it to the people of India. 


The Orissa settlement not satis- 
factory: 
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